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EDITORIALS

Talking about stroke rehabilitation can improve team processes 110

David J Clarke highlights the evidence for effective teamwork in stroke care, and explains how better dialogue

between team members can improve the outcomes for both patients and practitioners.

Measuring the impact of bariatric patients in acute care 112
Heather J Christie reports on the methods used in one Canadian hospital to measure the impact of this growing
field on physiotherapy services, and details factors for consideration when planning interventions for patients with a

bariatric status.

CLINICAL FORUM: Assistive technology provision

Making disability equipment ordinary: Choice, control and the retail model 115

In light of changes to equipment provision policy in England, Maggie Winchcombe discusses the implications for clients

and practitioners, and highlights what is required for the retail model to work successfully.

DISCUSSION 119
Experts from around the world discuss the issues raised in the article above. Opportunities and concerns regarding the future
of equipment provision are explored from the perspectives of therapy services, government, industry and clients.
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Focus group methodology Part 2: Considerations for analysis 123

Prudence Plummer-D’Amato reviews key concepts in qualitative research in the context of focus group data, and

highlights how criteria for ensuring scientific rigour in this research approach can be met.

Information provision during stroke rehabilitation:

The health professional’s perspective 130
Louise Gustafsson presents the findings of a study exploring the practices and views of health professionals at six
major hospitals in Queensland, Australia. Findings are evaluated against the literature on educational needs of clients
with stroke and their carers, and recommendations are made for future practice and study.
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Predictors of fitness improvements in phase lll cardiac rehabilitation exercise 138

Gabrielle McKee reports the findings of a 3-year observational study which explored the changes in fitness following

cardiac rehabilitation and whether certain parameters were predictors of fitness improvements.
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